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The conferees  expect the  Secretary of Defense to take  advan- 
tage of the  latitude afforded  him by the conference substitute 
amendment to make selective, rather  than across-the-board, re- 
ductions. organizations  with  expanding  functions  and limited 
personnel,  such as the Defense Technology Security  Adminis- 
tration, should  be  exempted;  reductions  should  be  concentrated 
in  areas  where duplication and overstaffing exist. In  particu- 
lar,  the  Secretary should  consider  demonstrable efficiency  in, 
or  improved  performance by, a Defense Agency or  Department 
of Defense Field  Activity as an  important  factor  in  exempting 
agencies or  activities  from  personnel reductions. 

The conferees  believe that  streamlining  the acquisition ac- 
tivities of the  Military  Departments should  be a principal 
source of personnel reductions, if reductions are allocated to 
elements of the  Department of Defense other  than  the Defense 
Agencies and  Department of Defense  Field Activities. 

SEC. 602. REDUCTION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

The  Senate  amendment  contained a provision (section 503) 
that would  waive, effective on January 1, 1987, the  statutory 
requirement for the submission to Congress by the President 
or  Department of Defense officials of several  hundred  defense- 
related  reports, notifications, and studies. The provision would 
exempt  from the waiver (1) any provision of law  enacted  on  or 
after  the  date of enactment of the  Senate  amendment;  and (2) 
149 current  reporting  requirements  listed  in 84 entries  in  the 
Senate provision. 

The House  amendment  contained a similar provision (section 
503). 

The House  recedes  with three  amendments.  The first House 
amendment  affirms  that it is the policy of Congress to reduce  the 
administrative  burden placed on the  Department of Defense by out- 
dated,  redundant,  or  otherwise  unnecessary  reporting  require- 
ments. 

The second House amendment  requires  the  Secretary of Defense: 
(1) to compile a list of all periodic  reports, notifications, and 

studies  currently  required  to be  submitted by the  President  or 
Department of Defense officials; 

(2) to  submit  the  list  to Congress with  certain  information on 
each  item on the list,  including  the  Secretary’s recommenda- 
tion as to  whether  the  requirement should be retained, modi- 
fied, or repealed; and 

(3) to include a draft of the legislation necessary  for the 
elimination of the  reporting  requirements recommended by the 
Secretary. 

The  third House amendment waives the  reporting  requirements 
contained in  title 32, United  States Code, and  exempts  additional 
reports from the waiver. 

SEC. 603. ANNUAL REPORT ON  NATIONAL SECURITY  STRATEGY 

The  Senate  amendment contained a provision (section 502) that 
would require  the  President  to  submit  an  annual  report  to  the 
Senate Committees on Armed  Services and Foreign  Relations  and 


