
19 

to  provide  for  the  orderly  transition of officers appointed  to serve in 
the  positions of Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman. 

“(3) The Vice  Chairman serves at  the  pleasure of the  President  for 
a term  of  two years and  may be reappointed in the  same  manner  for 
two  additional terms.  However, in  time of  war  there is no  limit  on 
the  number  of  reappointments. 

“(b) REQUIREMENT FOR  APPOINTMENT.-(1) The President may up- 
point  an  officer as Vice  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs of Staff  only 
if  the officer- 

“(A) has  the  joint  specialty  under section 661 of this title;  and 
“(B) has served in  at  least  one joint  duty  assignment  (as  de- 

fined  under section 668(b) of this  title) as a general  or flag  offi- 
cer. 

“(2) The  President  may  waive  paragraph (1) in the case of an  offi- 
cer if the  President  determines  such  action is necessary in the na- 
tional  interest. 

“(c) DUTIES.-The  Vice Chairman  performs  such  duties as may  be 
prescribed by the  Chairman  with  the  approval  of  the Secretary of 
Defense. 

“(d)  FUNCTION AS ACTING CHAIRMAN.-when there is a vacancy in 
the  office of Chairman or in  the absence  or disability of the  Chair- 
man,  the  Vice  Chairman  acts as Chairman  and  performs  the  duties 
of the  Chairman  until a successor is appointed or the absence or dis- 
ability ceases. 

“(e) SUCCESSION AFTER CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.- When 
there is a vacancy in the  offices  of  both  Chairman  and  Vice  Chair- 
man or in the absence  or disability  of  both  the  Chairman  and  the 
Vice  Chairman, or when  there is a vacancy in one such  office  and 
in the absence  or disability  of  the  officer  holding  the  other,  the 
President  shall  designate a member  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff to 
act as and  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chairman  until a successor to 
the  Chairman or Vice  Chairman is appointed  or  the absence or dis- 
ability of the  Chairman or Vice  Chairman ceases. 

"(f) PARTICIPATION IN J C S  MEETINGS.-The Vice  Chairman  may 
participate in  all meetings  of  the  Joint  Chiefs of Staff  but  may  not 
vote on a matter before the  Joint  Chiefs of Staff except when  acting 
as Chairman. 

"(g) GRADE AND RANK.-The Vice  Chairman,  while so serving, 
holds  the  grade  of general or, in the case  of an  officer  of  the  Navy, 
admiral  and  outranks  all  other  officers of the  armed forces  except 
the  Chairman.  The  Vice  Chairman  may  not exercise military com- 
mand over the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff or any of  the  armed forces. 
“§ 155. Joint Staff 

“(a) APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS TO JOINT STAFF.-(I) There  is a 
Joint  Staff  under  the  Chairman of the  Joint  Chiefs of Staff:  The 
Joint  Staff  assists  the  Chairman  and,  subject to the  authority.  di- 
rection, and control  of the  Chairman,  the  other  members of the 
Joint  Chiefs of Staff  and  the  Vice  Chairman  in  carrying  out  their 
responsibilities. 

“(2) Officers  of  the  armed  forces  (other than  the Coast Guard) as- 
signed to serve on  the  Joint  Staff  shall be selected by the  Chairman 
in approximately  equal  numbers  from- 

“(A) the  Army; 


