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which is normally composed of forces from a  single  military  de- 
partment. 

“(3) The  term  'combatant  command’  means a unified  combat- 
ant  command or a  specified combatant  command. 

“§ 162. Combatant commands: assigned forces; chain o f  command 
“(a) ASSIGNMENT OF FORCES.-(I) Except as provided in  para- 

graph (2), the Secretaries of the  military  departments  shall  assign 
all forces under  their  jurisdiction  to  unified  and specified  combat- 
ant  commands  to  perform  missions assigned  to  those  commands. 
Such assignments  shall be made as directed by the Secretary of De- 
fense, including  direction as to the  command  to  which forces are to 
be assigned. The Secretary  of Defense shall ensure that such assign- 
ments are consistent with  the force structure prescribed by the Presi- 
dent  for each combatant  command. 

“(2) Except as otherwise  directed by the Secretary of Defense, 
forces to be assigned by the Secretaries  of the  military departments 
to the  combatant  commands  under  paragraph ( I )  do not include 
forces assigned to carry out  functions of the Secretary of a military 
department  listed in sections 30I3(b), 5013(b), and 8013(b) of this 
title. 

“(3) A force assigned  to  a combatant  command  under  this section 
may be transferred from  the  command  to  which it is assigned 
only- 

“(A) by authority of the Secretary  of Defense; and 
“(B) under procedures prescribed by the Secretary and  ap- 

“(4) Except as otherwise  directed by the Secretary of Defense, all 
forces operating within  the geographic area assigned  to  a unified 
combatant  command  shall be assigned to, and  under  the  command 
of, the  commander of that  command.  The  preceding sentence applies 
to forces assigned  to  a  specified combatant  command  only as pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

“(b) CHAIN OF COMMAND.-unless otherwise  directed by the presi- 
dent, the  chain of command  to a unified or specified combatant 
command  runs- 

“(1) from  the President  to the Secretary of Defense; and 
“(2) from  the Secretary  of Defense to  the  commander  of  the 

proved by the President. 

combatant  command. 
“§ 163. Role of  Chairman of  Joint Chiefs of   Staff  

OF DUTIES.-subject to  the  limitations  in section 152(c) of this title, 
the President  may- 

"(1) direct that  communications between the President or the 
Secretary  of Defense and  the  commanders of the  unified  and 
specified combatant  commands be transmitted  through  the 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of Staf f   and 

“(2) assign  duties  to  the  Chairman to assist  the President and 
the Secretary of Defense in performing  their  command  function. 

“(6) OVERSIGHT BY CHAIRMAN OF JOINT CHIEFS OF  STAFF.-(1) 
The Secretary of Defense may assign  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs of Staff responsibility  for overseeing the activities of the com- 
batant  commands. Such assignment by the Secretary to the  Chair- 

“(a) COMMUNICATIONS THROUGH CHAIRMAN OF JCS; ASSIGNMENT 


