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“(9) perform the duties prescribed for him by section 171 of
this title and other provisions of law; and

“6) perform such other military duties, not otherwise as-
signed by law, as are assigned to him by the President, the Sec-
retary of Defense, or the Secretary of the Navy.

“teXl) The Chief of Naval Operations shall also perform the
duties prescribed for him as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
under section 151 of this title.

“02) To the extent that such action does not impair the independ-
ence of the Chief of Naval Operations in the performance of his
duties as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chief of Naval
Operations shall inform the Secretary regarding military advice ren-
dered by members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on matters affecting
the Department of the Nauvy.

“(3) Subject to the authority, direction, and control of the Secre-
tary of Defense, the Chief of Naval Operations shall keep the Secre-
tary of the Navy fully informed of significant military operations
affecting the duties and responsibilities of the Secretary.

“§5034. Chief of Naval Operations: retirement

“An officer who is retired while serving as Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, or who, after serving at least two and one-half years as Chief
of Naval Operations, is retired after completion of that service while
serving in a lower grade than admiral, may, in the discretion of the
President, be retired with the grade of admiral.

“§5035. Vice Chief of Naval Operations

“ta) There is a Vice Chief of Naval Operations, appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, from
officers on the active-duty list in the line of the Navy serving in
grades above captain and eligible to command at sea.

“(b) The Vice Chief of Naval Operations, while so serving, has the
grade of admiral without vacating his permanent grade.

“lc) The Vice Chief of Naval Operations has such authoritv and
duties with respect to the Department of the Navy as the Chief of
Naval Operations, with the approval of the Secretary of the Navy,
may delegate to or prescribe for him. Orders issued by the Vice Chief
of Naval Operations in performing such duties have the same effect
as those issued by the Chief of Naval Operations.

“td) When there is a vacancy in the office of Chief of Naval Oper-
ations or during the absence or disability of the Chief of Naval Op-
erations—

““1) the Vice Chief of Naval Operations shall perforn: the
duties of the Chief of Naval Operations until a successor is ap-
pointed or the absence or disability ceases; or

“C9) if there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice Chief of
Naval Operations or the Vice Chief of Naval Operations is
absent or disabled, unless the President directs otherwise, the
most senior officer of the Navy in the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations who is not absent or disabled and who 1s not
restricted in performance of duty shall perform the duties of the
Chief of Naval Operations until a successor to the Chief of
Naval Operations or the Vice Chief of Naval Operations is ap-
pointed or until the absence or disability of the Chief of Naval



