
Advance praise for Marine Corps Generalship:

Beau Puryear has written a brilliant and insightful account of Marine Corps generalship. 
He has truly captured the essence of what the Corps values in its senior leaders. It is a 
humbling honor to be included in this superb work. This is a must-read for all those who 
want to understand Marine Corps leadership and why it is so respected.

—General Anthony C. Zinni, USMC (Ret.)

This book is the best treatise on leadership, and all the characteristics that make it up, 
that I’ve ever read. It will be a bestseller in the Marine Corps, and beyond that—and 
will create in our sister Service members who read it an even greater envy that they 
didn’t choose the Marine Corps. By drawing directly from the experiences of those 
who have led, Beau Puryear has offered the reader page after page of “how tos.” I wish 
I had had access to this book when I was 25 years old. Whatever else I did in my years 
in the Corps would have been a quantum leap greater because of the lessons culled 
from leaders a hell of a lot more effective than me.

—General Carl E. Mundy, Jr., USMC (Ret.)

Marine Corps Generalship is, in many ways, a different kind of book on leadership. The 
lessons found in this book are not the views of the author but, rather, a compilation 
of thoughts taken from the oral histories and from interviews of many of the Marine 
generals who had the opportunity to put their stamp on the Corps since World War I. 
Not just an interpretation of an individual’s thoughts, direct quotes form the basis of the 
entire book. The similarities and differences found in each of the generals’ comments 
on specific leadership issues and challenges will not only make for informative reading, 
but also add arrows to anyone’s leadership quiver—military or civilian. As a primer on 
leadership, this effort by Beau Puryear is a significant piece of work.

—General Charles C. Krulak, USMC (Ret.)

With exceptional literary skill, dogged determination, and patience, Beau Puryear 
has brought forth extraordinary insights about the leadership traits of our Marine 
Corps hierarchy. This is not the conventional “cookie cutter” approach to leadership, 
but rather a crisp and clear articulation of duties and responsibilities at the top. If you 
want to know what makes the Marine Corps tick, this is a must-read.

—General Paul X. Kelley, USMC (Ret.)

Cover image is from the painting Corps and Country by Donna J. Neary and is used with 
permission of the artist.
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